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Selected definitions of green jobs

Jobs in the environmental sector and/or jobs requiring specific environment-
related skill.

R. Sprenger, 1997

Positions in agriculture, manufacturing, construction, installation, and 
maintenance, as well as scientific and technical, administrative, and service-
related activities, that contribute substantially to preserving or restoring 
environmental quality.

United Nations Environment Programme, 2008

Decent work created in economic sectors and activities, which reduces their 
environmental impact, ultimately leading to environmentally, economically and 
socially sustainable enterprises and economies.

European Commission, 2009

1) Managers, professionals and technicians who work in green organisations or 
who have green skills and responsibilities within other organisations that may 
not be considered green. 2) Services, clerical, sales and semi‐skilled workers 
who work in green organisations. 

W. Ehmcke, G. Philipson, C. Kold‐Christensen, 2009
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Breakdown of renewable energy employment in 
the European Union countries (%)
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Jobs in renewable energy sector in Poland

The state of renewable energies in Europe11-14th EurObserv’ER Reports
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Strategy for Innovation and Efficiency 

of the Economy “Dynamic Poland 

2020”

Green jobs are suppose to be one of the results of the measures 

which have to be taken to in order to achieve the strategy’s objective 

related to increased resource and raw materials efficiency.

Human Capital Development Strategy

2020; National Strategy of Regional 

Development 2010-2020. Regions, 

cities, rural areas

The documents call for a support for the change in the employment 

structure in new sectors of the economy resulting from 

implementation of the “green growth” principle.

The National Action Plan for 

Employment for the years 2015-2017

One of the tasks to be implemented is the support for creating green 

jobs, particularly in economic sectors with potential for high levels of 

employment growth.

Strategy for Energy Security and the 

Environment, 2020 perspective.

 Creating conditions for new jobs is extremely important for the 

development of modern, innovative economy.

 It is necessary to increase skills of people in the energy and 

environmental protection sector.

 New job creation will be encouraged with 1) financial and fiscal 

incentives, 2) increasing labour market demand for specialists.

Polish Energy Policy until 2050 

(draft)

New jobs will be created thanks to the development of distributed 

generation.

Green and renewable energy jobs in Polish strategic documents



Green certificate price in Poland
PLN per 1 MWh
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Projected job growth in Poland thanks to law 
on renewable energy sources adopted in 2015
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Measure
Expected level 
of the indicator

The number of 
projects which 

create new jobs

The number of 
other projects

5.1 Renewable energy sources 10 5 6

5.2 Distribution of electricity and gas 1 1 25

5.3 Heating and CHP 1 1 7

5.4 Energy efficiency improvement 2,5 1 10

Total 14,5 8 48

Number of direct jobs created created by projects financed under 

Regional Operational Programme for Dolnośląskie province for 2007-2013 

(priority 5 “Regional and environmentally friendly energy infrastructure”)



Regional operational programmes for 
2014-2020

 Podlaskie province

 measure 2.3 “Supporting the development of 

enterprises” within priority 8 “Self-employment, 

entrepreneurship and business creation” 

 Lubelskie province

 measure 9.1 “Professional activation” within priority 

axis 9 “The Labour market”

 measure 10.2 “Outplacement” within priority axis 10 

“Adaptability of employees and enterprises to 

change”.
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